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Any other way of looking at things was .sheer madness. The lest of Austrian Generals, Marshal J.aniUm, wavmul Leopold tho terrible risks of a war against both 1'russia ami Turkey. ic Aulic Council also knew full well thai the almost im-uiKled influence of Prince Potemkin over the t'xarina wns 2r used against Hap.sbnrtf interests, that pampered favourite vtng -swoi'u vengeance against all who promoted the erection
Moldavia and Wallachia, which he coveted for himself,1 into
independent principality. This scheme, so fatal to IIupu-i-tf hoptiK, played no .small part in suiuJorlng the two Kmpiren. bile, therefore, Leopold armed, as if for war with Prussia, he ,.s secretly disposed to treat for a .separate pence with the irlcs if they would cede to him the limits of the Peace of .ssiiruwilK, namely, North Scrviil and Wallachia its far cast aa 2 River Alula. On the other hand he was resolved (so ht; told •ith on yth May) to fight rather than U'*e the NclhrrliiiKh, el in that case intended to gain the alliance of I'Yance by a v cessions of llelginn land. Still he hoped fur u peaceful scale-in t through " the wise and kind inlemuilion of Kiij.;land."J The position was now -somewhat as follows: l.ropnld had ived off a general revolt in his dominions hy sunihiiig collisions or promises, but lie insisted nil the cniiliimaiiu' of utilities against Turkey in order, us hi* wiitl, ti> pu-iliipuM- h«r
peace. To the llrabanters and Kli'iiiings hi- Cranial un :«istice, but Hcomed about lo send foirt:s thither an il fur the iloration of unlimited power. Meanwhile Sweden ami Turkey ntlmicd the unequal fight ngainat Russia, and the Triple Uancc Imposed prudence on Denmark. In UUK uncuny cqui-IHO ICnglancl oflercd her mediation, not only lo llu- belligerents Russia, AuHlrln, Turkey, and Sweden™bul also to i'rus.ila, th a view to a general armistice for the diHcuiMJori of a L Clement.' Nowhere did this proposal meet with n cooler rcrrplion limn
Itarlin. Accordingly, on 21st May, I'lU ancl l.rcds juslifinl eir conduct in a despatch to Kwart, in which the hand of tlit-•line Mini.Hlcr is plainly visible, lie declared his r.uw.l ilesiie r the joint intervention of the three Allies but explained that wan possible only by adhering lo " that .system uf uunlrralioii winch he [I lis Majesty) has uniformly einleavDiiird in atlherc."
1   Deinl/nibki, i, 379.      B " V. 0.," Aiihiriii, ig.   Kmli in Lends, lull) Mny.
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